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people—people who wish nothing more 
than to have a greater voice in their 
political process. The government may 
be surprised that this fight has lasted 2 
years, but I am not. My staff and I have 
met with some of them and know them 
to be passionate, devoted to their 
cause, and willing to face continued 
persecution for what they believe. 

Sometimes folks ask me why I care 
so much about such a small island 
country or why America should con-
cern itself with Bahrain’s internal poli-
tics. I explain to them that Bahrain 
may be small, but that it is a key ally 
in a troubled and volatile region. I also 
explain that the regime’s current strat-
egy of violence and repression is bound 
for failure, and that Bahrain must re-
form to remain stable. If America has 
learned anything in the last few dec-
ades it is that continuing to support 
governments that use violence, torture 
and repression to stifle dissent is short 
sighted. Washington must instead use 
what influence it has to push such 
countries toward more representative 
forms of government, not just because 
it is the right thing to do for the citi-
zens of those countries, but because it 
is the right thing to do for this coun-
try. That is why this issue remains so 
important to me and why I hope that 
next year, on this date, I can come to 
the Senate floor and talk about the 
many new reforms in place instead of 
the Bahraini government’s continued 
repression of its people. 
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MADISON COUNTY, IDAHO 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, my col-
league Senator MIKE CRAPO joins me 
today in recognizing Madison County’s 
100-year anniversary. 

Established on February 18, 1913, by 
the Idaho legislature and named after 
our Nation’s fourth President, James 
Madison, Madison County has distin-
guished itself in its contributions to 
the success of our State. 

Five people with connections to 
Madison County went on to become 
Governors in the States of Idaho, 
Michigan, Kansas, and Massachusetts. 
Two people from the county served in 
Congress, representing Idaho and Utah. 
And one man went on to serve as Ida-
ho’s Lieutenant Governor, my good 
friend, Mark Ricks, who served with 
me during my time as Governor. 

The people of this county distin-
guished themselves for helping their 
neighbors and strangers when the 
Teton Dam collapsed on June 5, 1976. 
The ensuing flood spread throughout 
the valley, uprooting farms and homes. 
Due to the resiliency of the residents 
and people helping one another, they 
quickly overcame the disaster and car-
ried on with their lives. 

Madison County has a rich agricul-
tural history, with the first irrigation 
system in the State built in this coun-
ty. It is home to 21 different century 
farms; places that have been continu-
ously farmed by the same family for 
100 or more years. The rich, fertile soil 

and abundant water has made the 
county the eighth largest potato grow-
ing area in the Nation, along with an 
abundance of grain, livestock, and 
other commodities. 

In the county seat of Rexburg, you 
will find Idaho’s second largest univer-
sity, Brigham Young University-Idaho, 
formerly known as Ricks College. Citi-
zens of the county, and throughout the 
region, for that matter, are very proud 
of this university and the tremendous 
growth it has experienced. They are 
also proud of the 95 percent graduation 
rate in their local high schools and at 
the university. 

Rexburg and BYU-Idaho is also home 
to the Idaho International Dance Fes-
tival. For 27 years, the festival has 
brought hundreds of dancers and musi-
cians from around the world to share 
their native music, songs, dance, and 
dress. Madison County residents 
strongly support the festival and are 
proud of the rich history of this event. 

Madison County also has an abun-
dance of natural features, including the 
Caribou-Targhee National Forest, the 
Cartier Slough and Deer Park wildlife 
management areas, and the twin 
Menan Buttes. 

Senator CRAPO and I are proud to rec-
ognize this landmark anniversary. We 
congratulate Madison County residents 
for this centennial and we wish them 
all and their communities many more 
years of success. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DOROTHY KNOWLES 

∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, for 40 
years, there has been no greater advo-
cate for Southwest Missouri seniors 
than Dorothy Knowles. As executive 
director of the Southwest Missouri Of-
fice on Aging, Dorothy’s leadership and 
motivation have inspired a talented 
and spirited staff to help seniors under-
stand issues and offer a variety of re-
sources. When Medicare part D arrived, 
it was Dorothy who voluntarily began 
the effort to educate seniors on the op-
tions and advantages in the new pro-
gram. Thanks to her actions, the 
Southwest Missouri Office on Aging be-
came and continues to be the premiere 
source of information on that program 
and others for seniors. 

When Dorothy Knowles began work 
as a secretary and bookkeeper at the 
Southwest Missouri Office on Aging, it 
was brand new. A single mother in need 
of a job, Dorothy saw the new agency 
as an opportunity. She rose through 
the ranks and learned the agency’s 
needs and programs as director of so-
cial services and as associate director. 
Her boss during those years was her 
mentor, Winston Bledsoe. Winston 
started with a $25,000 grant to open the 
first 9 senior centers in the region, cre-
ating a daily meeting place for 40,000 
seniors. When Winston retired in 1999, 
his deputy Dorothy took charge, armed 
with 25 years of experience in providing 

senior services, advocacy, and a keen 
understanding of how to stretch a dol-
lar. 

Dorothy has never missed an oppor-
tunity to expand services and outreach 
and provide seniors with opportunities 
to improve the quality of life for older 
Americans. During 2012, there were 38 
senior centers serving more than 
370,000 meals to seniors and 700,000 
home-delivered meals in 17 counties. 
Today there are services to support 
caregivers, respite relief, transpor-
tation, housekeeping, legal outreach, 
and even services to help seniors file 
income taxes. 

In 2005, Medicare added prescription 
drug coverage, creating an on-line or-
dering process and regulations seniors 
had never experienced. Dorothy imme-
diately saw the need to educate seniors 
so they could take advantage of this 
service to acquire vital medicines. Self 
taught and without additional funding, 
she led the staff at the Southwest Mis-
souri Office on Aging to become the 
best resource for Medicare part D infor-
mation anywhere. Working with my 
congressional office, Dorothy led her 
new experts on Part D into seminars 
and signup clinics in every county of 
Southwest Missouri. Every year since 
then, they have remained the premiere 
source of part D expertise. 

I have worked with Dorothy Knowles 
and know the commitment, dedication, 
and joy she takes in serving our senior 
population. I doubt her retirement will 
be the end of her enthusiastic advocacy 
for Southwest Missouri seniors. She 
will still weigh in on elder abuse laws 
and senior wellness funding and will 
still instill that unrelenting zeal she 
has to champion senior causes in her 
150 member staff and colleagues. I wish 
her, and the agency she helped craft 
into a bastion of senior advocacy, the 
best in the decades ahead. Southwest 
Missouri is a better place for seniors to 
live thanks to Dorothy Knowles and 
her four decades of service at the 
Southwest Missouri Office on Aging.∑ 
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REMEMBERING BILL EADINGTON 
∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the life of a world re-
nowned gaming authority and pro-
fessor at the University of Nevada, 
Reno, UNR, Bill Eadington, whose 
passing on February 11, 2013, has 
brought great sadness to the Silver 
State. After 18 months, Mr. Eadington 
lost a courageous battle with cancer. 
My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family and friends during this difficult 
time. 

Bill Eadington joined the faculty at 
UNR as an economist in 1969. He is the 
author of several books on the social 
and economic impacts of gambling and 
was a world-renowned authority on 
gaming issues. Mr. Eadington founded 
the Institute for the Study of Gam-
bling and Commercial Gaming at UNR 
and served as its director since 1989. 
Outside of the classroom, he has served 
as a resource for governments and pri-
vate sector organizations worldwide on 
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